DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

had pleasant memories (now divorced from the sad
circumstances of childhood)   of the  Isle of Wight,
where she and her mother had stayed with Sir John
Gonroy :   it was more remote than Windsor, which
could now be reached from London in three-quarters
of an hour by the new railway ;   the Solent was an
additional fence, and in 184.3 s^c purchased Osborne
House with eight hundred acres of ground, subse-
quently increased to two thousand.   The house was
far too small, and it was at once demolished, and
then came an added, a consecrated joy, for Prince
Albert, with the professional assistance of that rising
architect,  Mr.   Cubitt,  planned  a residence  better
suited  to  the  dignity  of the   Queen  and   to   the
accommodation of her growing family.   It was fur-
nished and decorated in accordance with his artistic
tastes,  and he laid out the grounds  also,  cutting
openings in the ilexes to give blicks of the sea, and
planting an avenue of those stark inhospitable trees
called monkey-puzzlers.

Pussie was three this year, and she was truly a
most gifted child. She, like her Papa in his boyhood,
loved her lessons and already spoke Frcncli and
English fluently : German (the language her parents
habitually spoke together) scarcely needed tuition.
These linguistic attainments rather overlapped each
other in her small head, for she pronounced German
with an English accent and English in the German
mode. Her intelligence, too, already went far deeper
than this glib lip-service, she could reflect on the
meaning of what she learned. One day she had
committed to memory a stanza of Lamarliue's, and,